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Valuable Experience for First Time Paralympians
Winter Paralympians Adam Hall and Anthony Field both had disappointing finishes on the final day of competition in the slalom.

Field finished 34th out of 70 and Hall, after a strong first run, did not finish the second run after he straddled a gate. “I was going all out and pushed it too far, although the result was not desired the experience was invaluable,” he said.

New Zealand team coach Jane Steven said that the Games were an outstanding experience for the athletes and staff and had shown them what is needed to achieve a stronger result at the next Paralympics in Vancouver, Canada, in 2010.

Gerald Davies, Chef de Mission, said that the team is very grateful for all the support they have received from everyone in New Zealand. “Getting to this position takes many hours of volunteer time and money and we would like to say thank you.”
For the Closing Ceremony, the team was taken by police escort to Square San Carlo in the middle of Torino where it was given the New Zealand flag for the main parade.

“We were paraded down the main street of Torino in to the Piazza Castello through thousands of cheering locals.  This was an experience of a life time for the team.  It was amazing to see such respect from the people of Torino towards athletes with a disability; they made our athletes feel like heroes,” Gerald Davies said.

For those wishing to welcome the team home Adam Hall and Gerald Davies will be arriving back in New Zealand on the 24th March

Auckland 10:15am

Christchurch 1:05pm

Adam finally arrives in Dunedin at 3:45pm and Gerald in Queenstown at 2:30pm

Anthony field and Jane Stevens will be staying in Europe for other commitments.
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