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PARALYMPIC SKIERS BEGIN CAMPAIGN IN LEAST PREFERRED DISCIPLINE
New Zealand Winter Paralympians, Adam Hall, of Dunedin, and Aucklander Anthony Field, both finished well back in the Downhill, the first of four events they will compete in during the 2006 Games, in Sestriere, Italy.

Skiing in their least preferred disciplines, Hall finished 41st and Field 43rd out of the 62 starters.

Paralympic coach Jane Stevens, from Fairlie, said that as this was not their main events, both results were excellent and gave the boys valuable time on the course where they will be racing all their other events for the games.

Hall said that he was very happy with the result and that the solid run will prepare him for more preferred events later this week.

“The confidence and knowledge gained on the Downhill will be essential for the following races.”
All four members of the team took part in the Opening Ceremony, which they described as an experience of a lifetime.  Hall said: “until the opening ceremony we didn’t really feel like we were at the games, it was amazing.”
Chef de Mission Gerald Davies of Wanaka said “we were all a bit tear-eyed when we walked out with the New Zealand flag flying in front of 35,000 plus cheering people.”
Upcoming schedule for both Hall and Field. Italian Standard Time is 12 hours behind New Zealand. Times below are in Italian standard time.

Monday, March 13:
Super G, 11am ​ 1:35pm

Thursday, March 16:
Giant Slalom, 10am ​ 12pm and 1pm ​ 3:35pm (unconfirmed)
Saturday, March 18:
Slalom, 10am ​ 12pm and 1pm ​ 3:35pm (unconfirmed)

Television: There is no scheduled television coverage of the Paralympic Games in New Zealand so please check out International Paralympic Committee (IPC) TV web site at  www.paralympic.tv <http://www.paralympic.tv> for coverage of the games.
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