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PARALYMPIC FLAME IGNITED IN ITALY

Torino, Italy  - Today, at 18:30 (GMT+1) in Rome, Italy, the area of the Colosseum, under the Arch of Constantine, will be transformed into a stage. Under a burst of red, blue and green (the Paralympic colours), three symbolic figures will meet - one of the winners of the Rome 1960 Paralympic Games, a current athlete with a disability and a young person with a disability - and the Flame will be ignited.

Through the magic of production, the flame will be instantaneously transferred to the Piazza della Repubblica, in the heart of Torino to the Mayor of Torino, Sergio Chiamparino. 

The Flame will then be carried into the Torino municipality, across via Milano, by the first four torchbearers, accompanied by the music of the bands Bungt&Bangt, La Salamandre and the Orchestra of Porta Palazzo. At the end of the ceremony, a free concert will be held by Gemelli Diversi in the Piazza della Repubblica. 

The event in Rome will be attended by the Mayor of Rome, Valter Veltroni and the President of the Italian Paralympic Committee, Luca Pancalli. While the ceremony in Torino will be attended by the President of the Torino 2006 Paralympic Committee, Tiziana Nasi, International Paralympic Committee Chief Executive Officer, Xavier Gonzalez and the Mayor of Torino, Sergio Chiamparino. 

The Flame will remain in central Torino, except for a two-day stay on the Monte Rosa, until 8 March, when it will start its journey through the region carried by 150 torchbearers. During the Paralympic Torch Relay, the Flame will visit a number of accessible landmarks.

The event will be broadcast live on Sport Italia. 

__________

For further information, please contact Miriam Wilkens, IPC Media and Communication Director on +49-171-7433327, e-mail: miriam.wilkens@paralympic.org or www.paralympic.org 

About the IPC: The International Paralympic Committee (IPC) is the international governing body of sports for athletes with a disability and acts as the International Federation for 13 sports. It supervises and co-ordinates the Paralympic Summer and Winter Games and other multi-disability competitions, e.g. World Championships. The IPC also supports the recruitment and development of athletes at a local, national and international level across all performance levels.

