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For Immediate Release

LATE ADDITION TO NEW ZEALAND WINTER PARALYMPIC TEAM FOR ITALY

Field Added to NZ Winter Paralympics Team

Anthony (Ant) Field has been added to the New Zealand 2006 Winter Paralympics team to compete in Torino, Italy, in March.

A member of the New Zealand Disabled Ski Team, Field has been selected for the team after two impressive performances in World Cup events in January, finishing 14th in the slalom in Korea and 11th in the same event in Japan. He joins Adam Hall, who was selected late last year, as the only two members of the team.

Field, of Queenstown, who is currently training in Europe with the Spanish and British teams, was ecstatic. “I’m absolutely stoked. This is the realisation of countless hours of preparation and training, the overcoming of injuries and the highs and lows of competition. The support I have received from the team, friends and family has been amazing,” he said.

Field, aged 25, who will compete in the Slalom, GS, Super G and Downhill, has had other reasons to celebrate recently, having graduated from the University of Otago with a Bachelor of Science (Zoology) and Bachelor of Tourism.  He will compete in the LW6/8-1 class, having lost his right arm when hit by a car while playing cricket on the road as a youngster.

New Zealand Chef-de-Mission / Team Manager for the Mike Henry Insurance sponsored team, Gerald Davies, said that Field’s performances in Korea and Japan were superb and he fully deserved selection.

“After those two recent placings, the selection panel had no hesitation in recommending Field for the team,” Davies said.

New Zealand has an outstanding record at Winter Paralympics. In 1998 at Nagano, Japan, a five-person team won four golds, one silver and a bronze while in 2002 at Salt Lake City, in the United States, Rachel Battersby won three golds and Steve Bayley one gold and two bronze medals. They were the only two athletes in the team.

Jane Stevens, of Fairlie, will coach the team.
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Prepared by John Durning, Durning PR, (03) 365 2579; 0274 373 286
